
TOWN OF MILTON                                                                                                         Planning Board – Regular Meeting                                                                                Tuesday, August 6, 2013                                                                                              Milton Town Hall                                                                                                                    6:30 pm                                                                                                                          Meeting Minutes

Members in attendance:  Chairman Brian Boyers, Robbie Parsons, Joe Michaud, Larry Brown, Peter Hayward, Bob Graham, Gerald Coogan, Town Planner and Kimberly Ladisheff, Recording Clerk.  Absent with excuse was Bob Bordeau.  Also absent was Tom Gray.  In the absence of these members, Chairman Boyers appointed Bob Graham as a full voting member.  

Others in attendance:  Janice Brown and Nancy Wing. 

Chairman Boyers called meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

No public comment

MOTION:  Peter motioned to accept the minutes of the May 7, 2013 meeting as written.  Joe seconded.  Motion passed 6-0.                                                                                           MOTION:  Bob G. motioned to accept the minutes of the June 4, 2013 meeting as written.  Peter seconded.  Motion passed 6-0.                                                                                           MOTION:  Joe motioned to accept the minutes of the July 2, 2013 meeting as written.  Bob G. seconded.  Motion passed 6-0.

Janice Brown came before the Board to ask for a waiver from a Site Plan Review.  Robbie Parsons recused himself because Ms. Brown is his neighbor.

Janice Brown stated her intent is to have a flea market at 76 Old Wakefield Road which is in the Commercial/Residential zone.  She will be going before the ZBA at the end of the month for a special exception.  Ms. Brown would like to waive a site plan review.  She stated the building has been in place since the 50’s and she is not making any changes to the footprint and there is a good size parking lot already there.  She stated there are 30 spaces on the side where the loading dock is with 20 more spaces on the other side.  She stated the building size is 7,000 sq. ft. and she will be using approximately 3,000 sq. ft. where products and displays will be.  Ms. Brown stated she has signed a lease agreement with the owner, Paul Allard and is already conducting inside yard sales.  

Chairman Boyers stated there are a few things that concern him as Code Officer such as parking.  Janice had stated that the building is currently being used as manufacturing/warehouses.  Brian said with a warehouse you have a set number of cars but with a flea market/auction you’re not going to have a set number of cars.  Traffic and parking are an issue and he would like to see the Fire Department go through to make sure there are enough egresses and would also like input from the Police Department. 

Brian then asked Jerry Coogan the Town Planner for his input.  Jerry’s thoughts were it could go either way as far as Site Plan or not.  He agreed with Brian’s issues of fire inspection, police review, traffic and parking issues.  There was a brief discussion and the consensus of the Board was they all want to see a site plan. 

Janice stated the hardship is she is paying $1200 a month in rent to Mr. Allard and this seems to be taking a long time.  Brian stated that she put the cart before the horse and should have found out what needed to be done first.  Janice stated he was right but she came in the beginning of July and she was unclear as to what she needed to do.  The Land Use Clerk, Kim Ladisheff stated the confusion was Ms. Brown insisted she was in the Commercial/Industrial Zone and because there was an existing business operating at the location already she wouldn’t need to do any of this.  Kim stated she is actually in the Commercial/Residential Zone and prior to the 2010 zoning changes retail sales was allowed in that zone without needing a special exception.   

There was a brief discussion on the Shoreline Permit application we have in the office.  It was brought up that we are not enforcing it.  If you read the permit through you virtually cannot do anything without a permit.  Jerry had sent a copy of the Town’s permit to the state to get their opinion on it compared to the state’s permit but has not heard back yet.  Robbie mentioned the Town’s are allowed to make more stringent requirements however by stepping to the plate a year or two ago the state has now become more stringent.  Brian stated if they meet all the state’s requirements why are we making them go through our permit process.  Peter stated we could say until it is rewritten it has been superseded by requirements of the state.  There was discussion on waiving the fee and also putting it on the warrant to have the permit rescinded.  

There was discussion on the Master Plan.  Peter stated the state requirement for the master plan is a fairly small document but there are a number of optional plans you can do and we have two of those already.  The third one is an action plan which is very directive and we would be the origin of those directives.  The step beyond that is the capital improvements plan which RSA implies that the Board would be in charge of that also.  The question being is the Board going to drive the Town toward the master plan.  Peter had brought up in the previous meeting the idea of a bike path.  He stated for example the Board would decide that a bike path would be a great thing to have throughout the Town.  They would have to tell somebody, probably in this case the Recreation Commission.  Then they would have to put on a warrant article and have the Town vote on it.  They will meet criteria they missed last time.  The Board decided to put this on a couple agendas and see what type of response they get.  Brian would like to see the Planning Board do it and not get other Boards involved.  Once it’s put together then get the other Boards input then put it out to the public.  Larry said they should define major resources.

Peter mentioned the more you put into it the less it says and less would be clear.  Jerry stated that the Master Plan defends the zoning.  Robbie stated they need to address the changing demographics, living document that changes with the times.  Robbie wants to do a workshop.

The Board discussed that the next regularly scheduled meeting on September 3rd will be changed to September 17th due to the Labor Day holiday and the Board of Selectmen meeting on September 3, 2013.

Bob G. motioned to adjourn.  Robbie seconded.  Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly Ladisheff – Land Use Clerk                                                                   


