Milton Planning Board 

PO Box 310

Milton NH 03851

Phone (603) 652-4501 x5

Meeting Minutes

October 2, 2012

Call to order: Meeting called to order at 6:32 PM. 

Bob Graham was appointed a voting member in the excused absence of Bob Bourdeau. 

Public Comment – There being none, this session was closed. 

Meeting minutes of September 4, 2012: 

MOTION: Robbie Parsons moved to approve the minutes as written. Seconded by Peter Hayward. Motion carried 7-0. 
Request for Conditional Use Permit. PSNH Applicant. Existing Right Of Way impacts for distribution line upgrades. Maps 49 & 47, Lots 8,6,10,11,5,21,23 and 7,8,10,11. 

Chairman Boyers stated that from what he understands, this is for upgrading of lines. It has already gone before the Conservation Commission who has no issues with the plans. 
Laura Games spoke on behalf of PSNH, Environmental specialist for PSNH to propose a new 115 kb transmission line within existing right of way to improve and meet a load in crease in the seacoast region. The proposed increase means a new transmission line which will start in Rochester, and travel through Rochester, a little of Farmington and Milton and end in Rochester. Means moving the distribution line a little in the right of way to make room for the new lines. The right of way is very wet and proposed some issues that they are working with GZASA environmental to help mitigate the wetlands impact. 

Sherry stated that they have been doing endangered species reviews; one vernal pool exists in Milton and is on the Right of Way as well as other types of environmental studies. 

The proposed project is a reconstruction of the existing lines and a building of a new transmission line. The only thing located on the lands is the wetlands which is what the state application is based on as well. Tax map boundaries are taken from the town maps and overlaid with the information. There is a small margin of error as the map lines are not survey bounded and come from old information but the wetlands have been surveyed and are true. The right of ways may need to be cleared some to get the clearance they need to access the land. There is only 20' of permanent impact. Timber matting will be used to mitigate impact on the wetlands. It disperses the weight to reduce compaction and to allow flow of water. PSNH is also going to do as much work in the winter as possible which will further minimize the impact of the land. The poles will be cut at the surface and the bases be left underground at the request of Fish and Game as animals like to hibernate near those bases. 

With regard to the vernal pool area, they will be within the buffer area and are working with the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers in regards to concerns. There are no endangered flowers; however there are snakes that are there such as black racers that are protected. They will be onsite throughout the project to monitor animal species, Fish and Game does not have good records for this area and they will also have someone on site. 

They have applied for a CUP and are in the review process with the state, there is no mitigation required by the state but the Federal Government requires mitigation which will happen in Rochester. Strafford River Conservancy is being spoken to in regards to a Conservation Easement in Rochester. 

Peter Hayward inquired if the lines will be higher or remain the same height. Sherry stated that the distribution line will remain the same but the transmission line will be taller and bigger. This will build a new transmission line and the height ranges about 95' above ground level and are wood laminate and steel structures, and smaller poles about 75'. 

The station in Milton is called the North Rochester substation. 

Tim Weller, asked if it will be down the center as it is or if it will be moved to the side. Ms. Games stated that the two lines will be sharing equidistant areas from the right of way lines. 

Ed Howling inquired if the substation is going to be bigger. Ms. Grimes stated that the plan is to build another substation but they do not have the property at this time to present that to the Board. 

Closed Public Hearing. 

MOTION: Robbie moved to approve the conditional use permit. Seconded by Bob Srnec. Motion carried 7-0. 
Other Business: There being none this session was closed. 

Non Public 91 A-3 II:C:

Robbie Parsons moved to enter Non Public session. Seconded by Peter Hayward. Motion carried 7-0.  

MOTION: Robbie Parsons moved to come out of Non Public session. Seconded by Peter Hayward. Motion carried 7-0. 
MOTION: Robbie Parsons moved to adjourn. Seconded by Peter Hayward. Motion carried 7-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:14 PM

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy L. Keane

Land Use Clerk

